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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, ET 

SUB J : DISPLACED OGADENI PERSONS 

REF: STATE 066174 

1 . ETHIOPIAN MEDIA REPORTED THAT RELIEF AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION 
(RRC), WHICH WAS ESTABLISHED NEARLY FOUR YEARS AGO IN RELA- 
TION TO PREVIOUS DROUGHT IN WOLLO PROVINCE, HAS STATED THAT IT 

IS CARING FOR 1 1,000 PEOPLE IN 15 CAMPS IN HARAR ALONE. RRC RE- 
GEGIONAL DIRECTOR STATED DISPLACED PERSONS WERE BEING RESETTLED WITH 
VIEW MYHFZKLING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. HE ADDED THAT HIGH ON 
RRC'S LIST OF PRIORITIES IS AVAILABILITY OF FARM MACHINERY. 

(DURING PAST EIGHT MONTHS AT LEAST TWO ETHIOPIAN STATE FARMS IN 
OGADEN WAR AREA, NEAR DIRE DAWA/HARRAR, HAD TO BE ABONDONED. WITH 
AGRICULTURAL SEASON APPROACHING, IT WOULD BE LOGICAL TO SETTLE SOME 
OF DISPLACED PERSONS TEMPORARILY ON STATE FARMS AND SIMILAR 
PROJECTS TO RESTORE MINIMUM FOOD/SELF SUFFICIENCY.) 

2. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT ETHIOPIAN GOVT WILL BE DEVOTING 
SIZEABLE RESOURCES TO OGADEN REHABILITATION AND RECON- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STRUCTION. FACT THAT RRC IS ALREADY ESTABLISHED AND EXPERIENCED 
IN SETTLEMENT AND RELIEF WORK SYOULD GREATLY ENHANCE ETHIOPIA'S 
ABILITY TO ABSORB HUMANITARIAN ASSITANCE RELATIVELY QUICKLY. 
MATHERON 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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